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THE DISCOVERY BIBLE STUDY METHOD
The discovery bible study method (DBS) is a really powerful way of studying the bible with others and
it’s really easy to master. No one has to be the expert, and anyone can lead a Discovery Bible Study.
The pattern of a DBS is a simple to learn
READ | RE-TELL | RE-READ | REFLECT | RESPOND | REPLAY
RE-PLAY
• Start by recalling the previous week and asking how things went
• What went well? What was challenging?
• What difference did it make?
READ
• Get someone in the group to read the passage out loud
RE-TELL
• Get someone to retell the story in their own words
• Help each other out to fill in the gaps
RE-READ
• Get someone else to re-read the story again
REFLECT
• What does this tell us about God?
• What does this tell us about people or us?
RESPOND
• What is God asking me to do this week? What do I need to do?
• Who can I tell or share this with?
REPLAY
• Repeat the same process every time you meet
Best practise
•

•

•
•

Share leading the bible study around.
Anyone can do it. The goal is to make
the bible accessible for everyone.
Don’t let re-tellers interpret the
passage. Get them just to simply retell it
Don’t miss out re-reading it – it makes
a big difference
Stick to the 4 questions – rather than
adding your own

•
•

•

•

Don’t get academic or technical –
Discover what the passage is saying.
Encourage people to root their
answers in the passage – “Where do
you get that from the passage?”
Don’t miss out on application and
obedience – the goal is transformation
not information
Encourage people to use “I will ……….”
Statements as a way of making the
application personal

God’s creation covenant – Genesis 1:1 – 2:2
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering
over the waters.
3

And God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good,
and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light ‘day’, and the
darkness he called ‘night’. And there was evening, and there was morning – the first
day.

6

And God said, ‘Let there be a vault between the waters to separate water from water.’ 7 So
God made the vault and separated the water under the vault from the water above it.
And it was so. 8 God called the vault ‘sky’. And there was evening, and there was
morning – the second day.

9

And God said, ‘Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground
appear.’ And it was so. 10 God called the dry ground ‘land’, and the gathered waters he
called ‘seas’. And God saw that it was good.
11

Then God said, ‘Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on
the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.’ And it was
so. 12 The land produced vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and
trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it was
good. 13 And there was evening, and there was morning – the third day.
14

And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day from the night,
and let them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and years, 15 and let them be
lights in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth.’ And it was so. 16 God made two
great lights – the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the
night. He also made the stars. 17 God set them in the vault of the sky to give light on the
earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God
saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening, and there was morning – the fourth day.

20

And God said, ‘Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth
across the vault of the sky.’ 21 So God created the great creatures of the sea and every
living thing with which the water teems and that moves about in it, according to their
kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was
good. 22 God blessed them and said, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the
water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.’ 23 And there was evening, and
there was morning – the fifth day.

24

And God said, ‘Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: the livestock,
the creatures that move along the ground, and the wild animals, each according to its
kind.’ And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock
according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to
their kinds. And God saw that it was good.

26

Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule
over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild
animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.’

27

So God created mankind in his own image,
in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them.

28

God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and
subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature
that moves on the ground.’
29

Then God said, ‘I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and
every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of
the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground –
everything that has the breath of life in it – I give every green plant for food.’ And it was so.
31

God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was
morning – the sixth day.
2 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.
2

By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he
rested from all his work.

The First Marriage – Genesis 2:4-24
4

This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when
the LORD God made the earth and the heavens.
5

Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth and no plant had yet sprung up, for
the LORD God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no one to work the ground, 6 but
streams came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground. 7 Then
the LORD God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life, and the man became a living being.
8

Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he
had formed. 9 The LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground – trees that were
pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
10

A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into four
headwaters. 11 The name of the first is the Pishon; it winds through the entire land of Havilah,
where there is gold. 12 (The gold of that land is good; aromatic resin and onyx are also
there.) 13 The name of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through the entire land of
Cush. 14 The name of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east side of Ashur. And the
fourth river is the Euphrates.
15

The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of
it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, ‘You are free to eat from any tree in the
garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when
you eat from it you will certainly die.’
18

The LORD God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for
him.’
19

Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the birds in
the sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the
man called each living creature, that was its name. 20 So the man gave names to all the
livestock, the birds in the sky and all the wild animals.
But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 21 So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a
deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and then closed up the
place with flesh. 22 Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the
man, and he brought her to the man.
23

The man said, ‘This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called “woman”, for she was taken out of man.’
24

That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become
one flesh.

The Tragic Rebellion – Genesis 3:1-24
3 Now the snake was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He
said to the woman, ‘Did God really say, “You must not eat from any tree in the garden”?’
2

The woman said to the snake, ‘We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did
say, “You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must
not touch it, or you will die.”’
4

‘You will not certainly die,’ the snake said to the woman. 5 ‘For God knows that when you
eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’
6

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye,
and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her
husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and
they realised that they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings
for themselves.
8

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the
garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the
garden. 9 But the LORD God called to the man, ‘Where are you?’
10

He answered, ‘I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.’

11

And he said, ‘Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree from which
I commanded you not to eat?’
12

The man said, ‘The woman you put here with me – she gave me some fruit from the tree,
and I ate it.’
13

Then the LORD God said to the woman, ‘What is this you have done?’

The woman said, ‘The snake deceived me, and I ate.’
14

So the LORD God said to the snake, ‘Because you have done this,

‘Cursed are you above all livestock
and all wild animals!
You will crawl on your belly
and you will eat dust
all the days of your life.
15
And I will put enmity
between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers;
he will crush your head,
and you will strike his heel.’
16
To the woman he said,

‘I will make your pains in childbearing very severe;
with painful labour you will give birth to children.
Your desire will be for your husband,
and he will rule over you.’
17

To Adam he said, ‘Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about
which I commanded you, “You must not eat from it,”
‘Cursed is the ground because of you;
through painful toil you will eat food from it
all the days of your life.
18
It will produce thorns and thistles for you,
and you will eat the plants of the field.
19
By the sweat of your brow
you will eat your food
until you return to the ground,
since from it you were taken;
for dust you are
and to dust you will return.’
20

21

Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living.

The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. 22 And
the LORD God said, ‘The man has now become like one of us, knowing good and evil. He
must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and
live for ever.’ 23 So the LORD God banished him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground
from which he had been taken. 24 After he drove the man out, he placed on the east side of
the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way
to the tree of life.

God’s Covenant with Abram – Genesis 12:1-8, 15:1-6, 17:1-7,15,16
12 The LORD had said to Abram, ‘Go from your country, your people and your father’s
household to the land I will show you.
2

‘I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you;
I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.
3
I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse;
and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.’
4

So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five
years old when he set out from Harran. 5 He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the
possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Harran, and they set
out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there.
6

Abram travelled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem.
At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 The LORD appeared to Abram and said, ‘To
your offspring I will give this land.’ So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared
to him.
8

From there he went on towards the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on
the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of
the LORD.
15 After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: ‘Do not be afraid, Abram. I am
your shield, your very great reward.’
2

But Abram said, ‘Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one
who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?’ 3 And Abram said, ‘You have given me no
children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.’
4

Then the word of the LORD came to him: ‘This man will not be your heir, but a son who is
your own flesh and blood will be your heir.’ 5 He took him outside and said, ‘Look up at the
sky and count the stars – if indeed you can count them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall your
offspring be.’
6

Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.

17 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, ‘I am God
Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be blameless. 2 Then I will make my covenant
between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.’
3

Abram fell face down, and God said to him, 4 ‘As for me, this is my covenant with you: you
will be the father of many nations. 5 No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be
Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations. 6 I will make you very fruitful; I will
make nations of you, and kings will come from you. 7 I will establish my covenant as an
everlasting covenant between me and you and your descendants after you for the
generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants after you.

God’s covenant with Israel – Exodus 19:1-8, 20:1-21

19 On the first day of the third month after the Israelites left Egypt – on that very
day – they came to the Desert of Sinai. 2 After they set out from Rephidim, they
entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of the
mountain.
3

Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and
said, ‘This is what you are to say to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell
the people of Israel: 4 “You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I
carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now if you obey me fully
and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession.
Although the whole earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a
holy nation.” These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.’
7

So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and set before them
all the words the LORD had commanded him to speak. 8 The people all responded
together, ‘We will do everything the LORD has said.’ So Moses brought their answer
back to the LORD.
20 And God spoke all these words:
2

‘I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery.
3
‘You shall have no other gods before me.
4
‘You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on
the earth beneath or in the waters below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or
worship them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children
for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate
me, 6 but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep
my commandments.
7
‘You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone
guiltless who misuses his name.
8
‘Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labour and do all
your work, 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall
not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your male or female
servant, nor your animals, nor any foreigner residing in your towns. 11 For in six
days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but
he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and
made it holy.
12
‘Honour your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land
the LORD your God is giving you.
13
‘You shall not murder.
14
‘You shall not commit adultery.
15
‘You shall not steal.
16
‘You shall not give false testimony against your neighbour.

17

‘You shall not covet your neighbour’s house. You shall not covet your neighbour’s wife,
or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your
neighbour.’

18

When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the
mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance 19 and said to Moses,
‘Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not let God speak to us or we will die.’
20

Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of
God will be with you to keep you from sinning.’
21

The people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the thick darkness where God
was.

Maintaining the covenant – Leviticus 4:1-35
4 The LORD said to Moses, 2 ‘Say to the Israelites: “When anyone sins unintentionally and
does what is forbidden in any of the LORD’s commands –
3

‘“If the anointed priest sins, bringing guilt on the people, he must bring to the LORD a
young bull without defect as a sin offering for the sin he has committed. 4 He is to present
the bull at the entrance to the tent of meeting before the LORD. He is to lay his hand on its
head and slaughter it there before the LORD. 5 Then the anointed priest shall take some of the
bull’s blood and carry it into the tent of meeting. 6 He is to dip his finger into the blood and
sprinkle some of it seven times before the LORD, in front of the curtain of the sanctuary. 7 The
priest shall then put some of the blood on the horns of the altar of fragrant incense that is
before the LORD in the tent of meeting. The rest of the bull’s blood he shall pour out at the
base of the altar of burnt offering at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 8 He shall remove
all the fat from the bull of the sin offering – all the fat that is connected to the internal
organs, 9 both kidneys with the fat on them near the loins, and the long lobe of the liver,
which he will remove with the kidneys – 10 just as the fat is removed from the ox sacrificed as
a fellowship offering. Then the priest shall burn them on the altar of burnt offering. 11 But the
hide of the bull and all its flesh, as well as the head and legs, the internal organs and the
intestines – 12 that is, all the rest of the bull – he must take outside the camp to a place
ceremonially clean, where the ashes are thrown, and burn it there in a wood fire on the ash
heap.
13

‘“If the whole Israelite community sins unintentionally and does what is forbidden in any of
the LORD’s commands, even though the community is unaware of the matter, when they
realise their guilt 14 and the sin they committed becomes known, the assembly must bring a
young bull as a sin offering and present it before the tent of meeting. 15 The elders of the
community are to lay their hands on the bull’s head before the LORD, and the bull shall be
slaughtered before the LORD. 16 Then the anointed priest is to take some of the bull’s blood
into the tent of meeting. 17 He shall dip his finger into the blood and sprinkle it before
the LORD seven times in front of the curtain. 18 He is to put some of the blood on the horns of
the altar that is before the LORD in the tent of meeting. The rest of the blood he shall pour
out at the base of the altar of burnt offering at the entrance to the tent of meeting. 19 He
shall remove all the fat from it and burn it on the altar, 20 and do with this bull just as he did
with the bull for the sin offering. In this way the priest will make atonement for the
community, and they will be forgiven. 21 Then he shall take the bull outside the camp and
burn it as he burned the first bull. This is the sin offering for the community.
22

‘“When a leader sins unintentionally and does what is forbidden in any of the commands
of the LORD his God, when he realises his guilt 23 and the sin he has committed becomes
known, he must bring as his offering a male goat without defect. 24 He is to lay his hand on
the goat’s head and slaughter it at the place where the burnt offering is slaughtered before
the LORD. It is a sin offering. 25 Then the priest shall take some of the blood of the sin offering
with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering and pour out the rest of
the blood at the base of the altar. 26 He shall burn all the fat on the altar as he burned the fat
of the fellowship offering. In this way the priest will make atonement for the leader’s sin, and
he will be forgiven.

27

‘“If any member of the community sins unintentionally and does what is forbidden in any
of the LORD’s commands, when they realise their guilt 28 and the sin they have committed
becomes known, they must bring as their offering for the sin they committed a female goat
without defect. 29 They are to lay their hand on the head of the sin offering and slaughter it
at the place of the burnt offering. 30 Then the priest is to take some of the blood with his
finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering and pour out the rest of the
blood at the base of the altar. 31 They shall remove all the fat, just as the fat is removed from
the fellowship offering, and the priest shall burn it on the altar as an aroma pleasing to
the LORD. In this way the priest will make atonement for them, and they will be forgiven.
32

‘“If someone brings a lamb as their sin offering, they are to bring a female without
defect. 33 They are to lay their hand on its head and slaughter it for a sin offering at the place
where the burnt offering is slaughtered. 34 Then the priest shall take some of the blood of the
sin offering with his finger and put it on the horns of the altar of burnt offering and pour out
the rest of the blood at the base of the altar. 35 They shall remove all the fat, just as the fat is
removed from the lamb of the fellowship offering, and the priest shall burn it on the altar on
top of the food offerings presented to the LORD. In this way the priest will make atonement
for them for the sin they have committed, and they will be forgiven.

God’s covenant with David – 2 Samuel 7:1-27
7 After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD had given him rest from all his
enemies around him, 2 he said to Nathan the prophet, ‘Here I am, living in a house of cedar,
while the ark of God remains in a tent.’
3

Nathan replied to the king, ‘Whatever you have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the LORD is
with you.’
4

But that night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, saying:

5

‘Go and tell my servant David, “This is what the LORD says: are you the one to build me a
house to dwell in? 6 I have not dwelt in a house from the day I brought the Israelites up out
of Egypt to this day. I have been moving from place to place with a tent as my
dwelling. 7 Wherever I have moved with all the Israelites, did I ever say to any of their rulers
whom I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, ‘Why have you not built me a house of
cedar?’”
8

‘Now then, tell my servant David, “This is what the LORD Almighty says: I took you from the
pasture, from tending the flock, and appointed you ruler over my people Israel. 9 I have been
with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your enemies from before you. Now
I will make your name great, like the names of the greatest men on earth. 10 And I will
provide a place for my people Israel and will plant them so that they can have a home of
their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked people shall not oppress them any more, as
they did at the beginning 11 and have done ever since the time I appointed leaders over my
people Israel. I will also give you rest from all your enemies.
‘“The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for you: 12 when your
days are over and you rest with your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you,
your own flesh and blood, and I will establish his kingdom. 13 He is the one who will build a
house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom for ever. 14 I will be his
father, and he shall be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him with a rod wielded by
men, with floggings inflicted by human hands. 15 But my love will never be taken away from
him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you. 16 Your house and your
kingdom shall endure for ever before me; your throne shall be established for ever.”’
17

Nathan reported to David all the words of this entire revelation.

18

Then King David went in and sat before the LORD, and he said:

‘Who am I, Sovereign LORD, and what is my family, that you have brought me this far? 19 And
as if this were not enough in your sight, Sovereign LORD, you have also spoken about the
future of the house of your servant – and this decree, Sovereign LORD, is for a mere human!
20

‘What more can David say to you? For you know your servant, Sovereign LORD. 21 For the
sake of your word and according to your will, you have done this great thing and made it
known to your servant.

22

‘How great you are, Sovereign LORD! There is no one like you, and there is no God but you,
as we have heard with our own ears. 23 And who is like your people Israel – the one nation on
earth that God went out to redeem as a people for himself, and to make a name for himself,
and to perform great and awesome wonders by driving out nations and their gods from
before your people, whom you redeemed from Egypt? 24 You have established your people
Israel as your very own for ever, and you, LORD, have become their God.
25

‘And now, LORD God, keep for ever the promise you have made concerning your servant
and his house. Do as you promised, 26 so that your name will be great for ever. Then people
will say, “The LORD Almighty is God over Israel!” And the house of your servant David will be
established in your sight.
27

‘LORD Almighty, God of Israel, you have revealed this to your servant, saying, “I will build a
house for you.” So, your servant has found courage to pray this prayer to you.

Covenant of love - 1 Kings 8:22-61
22

Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in front of the whole assembly of Israel,
spread out his hands toward heaven 23 and said:
“Lord, the God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth
below—you who keep your covenant of love with your servants who continue
wholeheartedly in your way. 24 You have kept your promise to your servant David my father;
with your mouth you have promised and with your hand you have fulfilled it—as it is today.
25

“Now Lord, the God of Israel, keep for your servant David my father the
promises you made to him when you said, ‘You shall never fail to have a successor to sit
before me on the throne of Israel, if only your descendants are careful in all they do to walk
before me faithfully as you have done.’ 26 And now, God of Israel, let your word that you
promised your servant David my father come true.
27

“But will God really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot
contain you. How much less this temple I have built! 28 Yet give attention to your servant’s
prayer and his plea for mercy, Lord my God. Hear the cry and the prayer that your servant is
praying in your presence this day. 29 May your eyes be open toward this temple night and
day, this place of which you said, ‘My Name shall be there,’ so that you will hear the prayer
your servant prays toward this place. 30 Hear the supplication of your servant and of your
people Israel when they pray toward this place. Hear from heaven, your dwelling place, and
when you hear, forgive.
31

“When anyone wrongs their neighbour and is required to take an oath and they
come and swear the oath before your altar in this temple, 32 then hear from heaven and act.
Judge between your servants, condemning the guilty by bringing down on their heads what
they have done, and vindicating the innocent by treating them in accordance with their
innocence.
33

“When your people Israel have been defeated by an enemy because they have
sinned against you, and when they turn back to you and give praise to your name, praying
and making supplication to you in this temple, 34 then hear from heaven and forgive the sin
of your people Israel and bring them back to the land you gave to their ancestors.
35

“When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because your people have
sinned against you, and when they pray toward this place and give praise to your name and
turn from their sin because you have afflicted them, 36 then hear from heaven and forgive the
sin of your servants, your people Israel. Teach them the right way to live, and send rain on
the land you gave your people for an inheritance.
37

“When famine or plague comes to the land, or blight or mildew, locusts or
grasshoppers, or when an enemy besieges them in any of their cities, whatever disaster or
disease may come, 38 and when a prayer or plea is made by anyone among your people
Israel—being aware of the afflictions of their own hearts and spreading out their
hands toward this temple— 39 then hear from heaven, your dwelling place. Forgive and act;
deal with everyone according to all they do, since you know their hearts (for you

alone know every human heart), 40 so that they will fear you all the time they live in the
land you gave our ancestors.
41

“As for the foreigner who does not belong to your people Israel but has come from
a distant land because of your name— 42 for they will hear of your great name and your
mighty hand and your outstretched arm—when they come and pray toward this
temple, 43 then hear from heaven, your dwelling place. Do whatever the foreigner asks of
you, so that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do your own
people Israel, and may know that this house I have built bears your Name.
44

“When your people go to war against their enemies, wherever you send them, and
when they pray to the Lord toward the city you have chosen and the temple I have built for
your Name, 45 then hear from heaven their prayer and their plea and uphold their cause.
46

“When they sin against you—for there is no one who does not sin—and you
become angry with them and give them over to their enemies, who take them captive to
their own lands, far away or near; 47 and if they have a change of heart in the land where they
are held captive, and repent and plead with you in the land of their captors and say, ‘We
have sinned, we have done wrong, we have acted wickedly’; 48 and if they turn back to you
with all their heart and soul in the land of their enemies who took them captive, and pray to
you toward the land you gave their ancestors, toward the city you have chosen and the
temple I have built for your Name; 49 then from heaven, your dwelling place, hear their prayer
and their plea, and uphold their cause. 50 And forgive your people, who have sinned against
you; forgive all the offenses they have committed against you and cause their captors to
show them mercy; 51 for they are your people and your inheritance, whom you brought out
of Egypt, out of that iron-smelting furnace.
52

“May your eyes be open to your servant’s plea and to the plea of your people
Israel, and may you listen to them whenever they cry out to you. 53 For you singled them out
from all the nations of the world to be your own inheritance, just as you declared through
your servant Moses when you, Sovereign Lord, brought our ancestors out of Egypt.”
54

When Solomon had finished all these prayers and supplications to the Lord, he rose from
before the altar of the Lord, where he had been kneeling with his hands spread out toward
heaven. 55 He stood and blessed the whole assembly of Israel in a loud voice, saying:
56

“Praise be to the Lord, who has given rest to his people Israel just as he promised.
Not one word has failed of all the good promises he gave through his servant Moses. 57 May
the Lord our God be with us as he was with our ancestors; may he never leave us nor
forsake us. 58 May he turn our hearts to him, to walk in obedience to him and keep the
commands, decrees and laws he gave our ancestors. 59 And may these words of mine, which I
have prayed before the Lord, be near to the Lord our God day and night, that he may uphold
the cause of his servant and the cause of his people Israel according to each day’s need, 60 so
that all the peoples of the earth may know that the Lord is God and that there is no
other. 61 And may your hearts be fully committed to the Lord our God, to live by his decrees
and obey his commands, as at this time.”

Covenant renewal – Isaiah 53
53 Who has believed our message
and to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?
2
He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground.
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
3
He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain.
Like one from whom people hide their faces
he was despised, and we held him in low esteem.
4
Surely, he took up our pain and bore our suffering,
yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted.
5
But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
and by his wounds we are healed.
6
We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to our own way;
and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.
7
He was oppressed and afflicted,
yet he did not open his mouth;
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,
and as a sheep before its shearers is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
8
By oppression and judgment he was taken away.
Yet who of his generation protested?
For he was cut off from the land of the living;
for the transgression of my people he was punished.
9
He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death,
though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth.
10
Yet it was the LORD’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer,
and though the LORD makes his life an offering for sin,
he will see his offspring and prolong his days,
and the will of the LORD will prosper in his hand.
11
After he has suffered,
he will see the light of life and be satisfied;
by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many,
and he will bear their iniquities.
12
Therefore I will give him a portion among the great,
and he will divide the spoils with the strong,
because he poured out his life unto death,
and was numbered with the transgressors.
For he bore the sin of many,
and made intercession for the transgressors.

Announcing the New Covenant - Jeremiah 31:31-34
31

‘The days are coming,’ declares the LORD,
‘when I will make a new covenant
with the people of Israel
and with the people of Judah.
32
It will not be like the covenant
I made with their ancestors
when I took them by the hand
to lead them out of Egypt,
because they broke my covenant,
though I was a husband to them,’
declares the LORD.
33
‘This is the covenant that I will make with the people of Israel
after that time,’ declares the LORD.
‘I will put my law in their minds
and write it on their hearts.
I will be their God,
and they will be my people.
34
No longer will they teach their neighbour,
or say to one another, “Know the LORD,”
because they will all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest,’
declares the LORD.
‘For I will forgive their wickedness
and will remember their sins no more.’

Covenant fulfilment – Matthew (4:1-11) 4:12-25

4 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the
devil. 2 After fasting for forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter
came to him and said, ‘If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.’
4

Jesus answered, ‘It is written: “Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word
that comes from the mouth of God.”’
5

Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the highest point of the
temple. 6 ‘If you are the Son of God,’ he said, ‘throw yourself down. For it is written:
‘“He will command his angels concerning you,
and they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.”’
7
Jesus answered him, ‘It is also written: “Do not put the Lord your God to the test.”’
8

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms
of the world and their splendour. 9 ‘All this I will give you,’ he said, ‘if you will bow
down and worship me.’
10

Jesus said to him, ‘Away from me, Satan! For it is written: “Worship the Lord your
God, and serve him only.”’
11

Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.

12

When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to
Galilee. 13 Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake
in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali – 14 to fulfil what was said through the prophet
Isaiah:
15

‘Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles –
16
the people living in darkness
have seen a great light;
on those living in the land of the shadow of death
a light has dawned.’
17

From that time on Jesus began to preach, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has
come near.’
18

As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called
Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were

fishermen. 19 ‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will send you out to fish for
people.’ 20 At once they left their nets and followed him.
21

Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his
brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets.
Jesus called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed
him.
23

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good
news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and illness among the
people. 24 News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who
were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed,
those having seizures, and the paralysed; and he healed them. 25 Large crowds from
Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the Jordan followed
him.

Covenant obedience – Matthew 5:1-20

5 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His
disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them.
He said:
3

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5
Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
7
Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
8
Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9
Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
10
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11
‘Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of
evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward
in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
4

13

‘You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made
salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled
underfoot.
14

‘You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither
do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it
gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before
others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.
17

‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come
to abolish them but to fulfil them. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth
disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means
disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 19 Therefore anyone who
sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others accordingly will be
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practises and teaches these
commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you that unless
your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you
will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.

The King arrives – Matthew 21:1-11

21 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives,
Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, ‘Go to the village ahead of you, and at
once you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring
them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he
will send them right away.’
4

This took place to fulfil what was spoken through the prophet:

5

‘Say to Daughter Zion,
“See, your king comes to you,
gentle and riding on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”’
6
The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey
and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd
spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread
them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed
shouted,
‘Hosanna to the Son of David!’
‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’
‘Hosanna in the highest heaven!’
10
When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, ‘Who is this?’
11

The crowds answered, ‘This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.’

The New Covenant meal – Matthew 26:17-30
17

On the first day of the Festival of Unleavened Bread, the disciples came to Jesus and asked,
‘Where do you want us to make preparations for you to eat the Passover?’
18

He replied, ‘Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, “The Teacher says: my appointed
time is near. I am going to celebrate the Passover with my disciples at your house.”’ 19 So the
disciples did as Jesus had directed them and prepared the Passover.
20

When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. 21 And while they
were eating, he said, ‘Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.’
22

They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, ‘Surely you don’t mean
me, Lord?’
23

Jesus replied, ‘The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray
me. 24 The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who
betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he had not been born.’
25

Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, ‘Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?’

Jesus answered, ‘You have said so.’
26

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to his disciples, saying, ‘Take and eat; this is my body.’
27

Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from
it, all of you. 28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the
forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until
that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.’
30

When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

The King is killed – Matthew 27:15-53
15

Now it was the governor’s custom at the festival to release a prisoner chosen by
the crowd. 16 At that time they had a well-known prisoner whose name was
Jesus Barabbas. 17 So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, ‘Which one
do you want me to release to you: Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the
Messiah?’ 18 For he knew it was out of self-interest that they had handed Jesus over
to him.
19

While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: ‘Don’t
have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in
a dream because of him.’
20

But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and
to have Jesus executed.
21

‘Which of the two do you want me to release to you?’ asked the governor.

‘Barabbas,’ they answered.
22

‘What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?’ Pilate asked.

They all answered, ‘Crucify him!’
23

‘Why? What crime has he committed?’ asked Pilate.

But they shouted all the louder, ‘Crucify him!’
24

When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was
starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. ‘I am innocent of
this man’s blood,’ he said. ‘It is your responsibility!’
25

All the people answered, ‘His blood is on us and on our children!’

26

Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him
over to be crucified.
27

Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the
whole company of soldiers round him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on
him, 29 and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They put a
staff in his right hand. Then they knelt in front of him and mocked him. ‘Hail, king of
the Jews!’ they said. 30 They spat on him, and took the staff and struck him on the
head again and again. 31 After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and put
his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him

32

As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named Simon, and they
forced him to carry the cross. 33 They came to a place called Golgotha (which means
‘the place of the skull’). 34 There they offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed with gall; but
after tasting it, he refused to drink it. 35 When they had crucified him, they divided up
his clothes by casting lots. 36 And sitting down, they kept watch over him
there. 37 Above his head they placed the written charge against him: THIS IS JESUS, THE
KING OF THE JEWS.
38

Two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39 Those
who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads 40 and saying, ‘You who are
going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down
from the cross, if you are the Son of God!’ 41 In the same way the chief priests, the
teachers of the law and the elders mocked him. 42 ‘He saved others,’ they said, ‘but
he can’t save himself! He’s the king of Israel! Let him come down now from the cross,
and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he wants
him, for he said, “I am the Son of God.”’ 44 In the same way the rebels who were
crucified with him also heaped insults on him.
45

From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. 46 About
three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lema
sabachthani?’ (which means ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’).
47

When some of those standing there heard this, they said, ‘He’s calling Elijah.’

48

Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put
it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49 The rest said, ‘Now leave him alone.
Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.’
50

And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.

51

At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. The
earth shook, the rocks split 52 and the tombs broke open. The bodies of many holy
people who had died were raised to life. 53 They came out of the tombs after Jesus’
resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared to many people.
54

When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the
earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, ‘Surely he
was the Son of God!’

The King is raised – Matthew 28:1-10

28 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the
other Mary went to look at the tomb.
2

There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven
and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like
lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that
they shook and became like dead men.
5

The angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for
Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see
the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: “He has risen from the
dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.” Now I have told
you.’
8

So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell
his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. ‘Greetings,’ he said. They came to him,
clasped his feet and worshipped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid.
Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’

The New Covenant commission – Luke 24:36-53 | Matthew 28:16-20
36

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to
them, ‘Peace be with you.’
37

They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, ‘Why are
you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I
myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.’
40

When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not
believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, ‘Do you have anything here to
eat?’ 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in their presence.
44

He said to them, ‘This is what I told you while I was still with you: everything must be
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.’
45

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, ‘This
is what is written: the Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and
repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning
at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father
has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.’
50

When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed
them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they
worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at
the temple, praising God.

Matthew 28:16-20
16

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to
go. 17 When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to
them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go
and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’

The New Covenant life – Ephesians 2:1-10

2 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to
live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the
air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived
among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires
and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of
his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when
we were dead in transgressions – it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God
raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ
Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of
his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have
been saved, through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God – 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork,
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to
do.

